Law governing the Financing of Political Parties

Law no. 19/2003 of 20 June 2003
In accordance with Article 161(c) of the Constitution, the Assembly of the Republic hereby decrees the following, which shall possess the force of a General Law of the Republic:
CHAPTER I

General provision

Article 1
Object and scope

The present law rules on the provisions applied to the political parties’ and electoral campaigns’ financial resources.
CHAPTER II

Financing of political parties

Article 2

Financial sources

The financial sources of the political parties’ activities encompasses their own resources as well as others obtained from private financing and public subsidies.
Article 3

Personal income
1 – The political parties’ personal income includes:
a) Shares and other considerations from their members;

b) Considerations from representatives elected from lists submitted and supported by each party;
c) Public subsidies according to the law;

d) The outcome of fundraising activities carried out by them;

e) The return of their assets, namely their investments;

f) The proceeds of loans in accordance with the general provisions governing the financial markets’ activity;
g) The product of inheritances or legacies;

h) According to Article 7, the natural persons’ donations;

2 – The income referred to in the previous number, when in cash, has to be made out by cheque or by any other banking product that allows the identification of the amount and its origin, and be deposited in a bank account exclusively opened for such purpose, where only the money that has such origin can be deposited.
3 – Excluded from the provisions set forth in the previous number, are the amounts with a value inferior to 25% of the social support index, briefly designated as IAS, established by the Law no. 53-B/2006 of 29 December, provided that, during a year and without prejudice to the provisions set out in Article 12, they do not exceed 50 times the value of the IAS.
4 – Considerations in kind are allowed as well as the transfer of goods on loan which shall be considered at current market value and have to be necessarily discriminated in the list referred to in Article 12(7)b).

Article 4
Public funding
The public funding resources available to the parties for the pursuit of their purposes are:
a) Subsidies to finance the political parties;

b) Subsidies for electoral campaigns;

c) Others foreseen in law.

Article 5

Public subsidy to finance political parties
1 – Each party, candidate to an electoral act, even if in coalition, that succeeds to be represented in the Assembly of the Republic is given, in accordance with the following numbers, an annual subsidy, provided that such is requested to the President of the Assembly of the Republic.

2 – The subsidy consists of an amount in cash equal to 1/135 of the IAS value, for each vote obtained in the most recent election for deputies to the Assembly of the Republic.

3 – In case of an electoral coalition, the subsidy due to each party that belongs to the coalition is equal to the subsidy which, under the provisions set out in the previous number, corresponds to the respective electoral coalition and, unless otherwise expressed in the coalition agreement, is distributed in equal proportion among the party’s elected deputies.
4 – The subsidy is paid in twelfths, by special appropriation duly inscribed in the budget of the Assembly of the Republic.
5 – The subsidy foreseen in the previous numbers is also granted to the parties that, having run for the Assembly of the Republic’s election and having failed to attain a parliamentary representation, obtain a number of votes higher than 50000, provided that such is requested to the President of the Assembly of the Republic.

Article 6

Fundraising

The income obtained by fundraising cannot exceed, per year and per party, 1500 times the value of IAS and, under Article 12(7), has to be registered.
Article 7

Personal donations procedures
1 – The donations, of a pecuniary nature, made by duly identified natural persons are subject to a limit of 25 times the value of IAS, per donor, and have to be necessarily made out by cheque or bank transfer.
2 – The donations, of a pecuniary nature, have to be necessarily deposited in a bank account exclusively opened for such purpose, where only the money that has such origin can be deposited.

3 – Without prejudice to the acts and personal considerations made by the party’s members, the donations in kind, as well as the transfer of goods on loan, are considered at current market value, for the purpose of the limits set out in no. 1, and have to be necessarily discriminated in the list referred to in Article 12(3)b).
4 – The acquisition of goods to political parties for an amount manifestly higher than the current market value are considered donations and follow the regime established in no. 1.
Article 8

Prohibited funding

1 – Political parties cannot receive anonymous donations nor receive donations or loans of a pecuniary nature or in kind from legal persons, national or international, except in the cases specified in the following number.
2 – The political parties may take loans next to the credit institutions and financial companies in the conditions foreseen in Article 3(1)f).
3 – The political parties are forbidden to:
a) Acquire goods or services at a cost lower than those practised in the market;
b) Receive payment for goods or services performed by them at a price manifestly higher than the market value;
c) Receive or accept any considerations or indirect donations considered as payments made by third parties and related to expenses that may benefit them.
Article 9
Political parties’ expenses

1 – The payment of the political parties’ expenses has to be made out by cheque or any other banking product that allows the identification of the amount and of the entity to whom the payment is made; in accordance with Article 12, the political parties must perform the required bank reconciliations.
2 – Excluded from the previous number are the payments with a value inferior to the value of the IAS, provided that, without prejudice to the provisions set out in Article 12, during a year, they do not exceed 2% of the annual governmental subsidy.
Article 10

Benefits
1 – The parties are not subject to corporate income tax and even benefit, besides what is foreseen in special law, from the following tax exemptions:

a) Stamp duty;

b) Inheritance and gift tax;

c) (Repealed by Decree-Law no. 287/2003, of 12 November);
d) Municipal Tax on the property or on part of the property value which is directed to its activity;
e) Other taxes on assets foreseen in Article 104(3) of the Constitution;

f) Tax on the motor vehicles acquired for their activity;
g) Value added tax (VAT) over the acquisition or transfer of goods and services devised to disseminate their political message or own identity by any means, either in paper-form, audio-video or multimedia, including those used as propaganda material and means of communication and transport. Such shall be made through the refund of tax;
h) Value added tax (VAT) over the transfer of goods and services related to special fundraising initiatives for their own use, provided that such exemption does not disrupt competition.
2 – The acts foreseen in items c) and d) shall be taxed if the goods cease to serve the political purpose.
3 – The parties benefit from exemption of justice fees and judicial costs.
Article 11

Suspension of benefits

1 – The benefits foreseen in the previous number are suspended in the following situations:
a) If the party does not run for general elections;

b) If the candidates’ list submitted by the party to those elections obtains a number of votes inferior to 50 000, except if parliamentary representation is attained.

c) If the party does not submit the accounts on the terms set forth in the present law.

2 – Whereas a change occurs in the situations laid down in the previous number, the suspension shall cease.
Article 12

Accounting system

1 – The political parties must have their accounts arranged in such a manner so that their financial and patrimonial situation as well as their compliance with the obligations foreseen in the present law is known.

2 – The parties’ accounts are ruled, with the required amendments, by the principles laid down in the Official Accounts Plan.
3 – The special requirements of this accounting system are:

a) The annual inventory of the party’s property as regards real estate subject to registration;

b) The listing of the income, which includes:

a. Those foreseen in each of the items of Article 3;

b. Those foreseen in each of the items of Article 4:

c) The listing of the expenses, which contains:

a. The expenses related to the staff;

b. The expenses related to the acquisition of goods and services;
c. The considerations given to the electoral campaigns;

d. The financial burdens related to loans;

e. Other expenses related to the party’s specific activity;

d) The listing of the financial transactions related to:

a. Credits:

b. Investments;

c. Debtors and creditors.

4 – The parties’ national accounts must include, in appendix, the accounts related to their regional, district or autonomous organisations, in order to estimate the total of their income and expenses or, in the alternative, to submit the consolidated accounts. 
5 – For the purpose of the preceding number, the personal liability of the board of directors of such organisations and of the parties’ national head-officers for observing the obligations established in the present law, is defined in the respective statutes.
6 – The electoral income and expenditure account is ruled by the provisions laid down in chapter III.

7 – In the listings, annexed to the parties’ accounts, the following must be included:
a) The bank statements of the accounts movements and of the credit card;

b) The income related to the fundraising activity, where the type of activities and date in which they were carried out are identified.

c) The parties’ real estate properties, without prejudice to the provisions set out in number 3a).

Article 13

Internal supervision

1- Supervision and control bodies of the parties’ and of the electoral campaigns’ accounts must be foreseen in the political parties’ statutes, in order to ensure the compliance with the provisions laid down in the present law and in the electoral law to whom they respect.
2- Those responsible for the political parties’ decentralised organisations must provide regular information on their accounts to the national head-officers; they must also abide by their instructions in order to comply with the provisions set out in the present law. Should they not do so, they shall be held liable for any damages incurred.
Article 14

Accounts

The income and the expenses of the political parties are listed in the annual accounts, which comply with the criteria set forth in Article 12.

CHAPTER III

Financing of the electoral campaigns

Article 15

Regime and procedure related to income and expenses

1 – The income and the expenses related to the electoral campaign are included in the campaign’s accounts and comply with the provisions set out in Article 12.
2 – In the electoral campaigns for the local municipality bodies, the account has a municipal basis, without prejudice to the existence of an account related to common and central expenses.
3 – The accounts foreseen in the previous numbers correspond to bank accounts specifically opened for such purpose, where the respective income and the expenses related to the campaign are deposited.

4 – Up to the 5th day after the publication of the order decreeing the date of the elections, the candidates, parties, coalitions and groups of electors submit to the Constitutional Court their campaign budget, in compliance with the provisions of the present law.
5 – The campaign budgets are made available at the Constitutional Court official site in the Internet, on the day following their submission.
Article 16

Campaign income
1 – The electoral campaigns activities can only be financed by:
a) Government subsidy;

b) Political parties’ considerations that submit or support candidatures to the elections for the Assembly of the Republic, for the European Parliament, for the Regional Legislative Assemblies and Local Municipalities, as well as for President of the Republic;

c) Donations from natural persons supporting the candidatures to the election for President of the Republic as well as from supporters of groups of electors for the local municipalities bodies;

d) The income from fundraising directed to the electoral campaign.

2 – The considerations from political parties are certified by documents issued by the competent bodies identifying those that have contributed.

3 – The considerations foreseen in number 1c)/d) obtained by fundraising, are subject to the limit of 60 times over the value of the IAS, per donor, and have to be made out by cheque or by any other banking product that allows the identification of the amount and its origin.
Article 17

Public subsidy for the electoral campaign
1 – The political parties that submit candidatures to the elections for the Assembly of the Republic, for the European Parliament, for the Regional Legislative Assemblies and for the Local Municipalities, as well as the groups of electors for the local municipalities bodies and the candidates for the President of the Republic election, have the right, under the provisions set forth in the following numbers, to a governmental subsidy to cover the expenses related to the electoral campaigns.
2 – The parties that run for the European Parliament elections have the right to a subsidy or, at least, to 51% of the places subject to suffrage for the Assembly of the Republic or for the Regional Legislative Assemblies and to which they obtain representation; the candidates to President of the Republic that obtain at least 5% of votes also have the right to a subsidy.
3 – In the elections for the local municipalities, the parties, coalitions and groups of electors have the right to a subsidy if they run simultaneously to two municipal bodies and obtain a representation of at least one element directly elected or, in the minimum, 2% of the votes in each election.

4 – The total of the subsidy equals:
a) 20 000 times the value of the IAS for the Assembly of the Republic’s elections;
b) 10 000 times the value of the IAS for the President of the Republic’s and European Parliament’s elections;
c) 4000 times the value of the IAS for the Regional Legislative Assemblies’ elections.

5 – As regards the elections for the local municipalities and in accordance with the provisions set out in Article 20(2), the subsidy equals 150% of the limit of the expenditure allowed.

6 – The subsidy is requested to the President of the Assembly of the Republic within 15 days after the official electoral results; in the municipal elections, the agents must identify the municipality or municipalities to which the groups of electors, party or coalition have submitted the candidature.
7 – If the subsidy is not paid within 90 days as of the moment the request is sent, as foreseen in the previous number, it shall include interest, at the statutory rate applicable to the State debts, for the period the tax is in default.

Article 18

Distribution of subsidy

1 – The distribution of the subsidy is made in the following terms: 20% are equally distributed among the parties and the candidates that fulfil the requirements set forth in no. 2 of the previous Article and the remaining 80% are proportionately distributed in accordance with the electoral results obtained.
2 – As regards the elections for the Regional Legislative Assemblies, the subsidy is divided between the two Autonomous Regions according to the number of deputies of each one and, within each Autonomous Regions, under the terms set up in the previous number.

3 – As concerns the local municipalities’ elections, the subsidy is distributed in the following terms: 25% are equally distributed among the parties, coalitions and groups of electors that fulfil the requirements set out in n. 3 of the previous Article and the remaining 75% are proportionately distributed in accordance with the electoral results obtained for the municipal assembly.
4 – The subsidy cannot, in any case, surpass the value of the expenses included in the budget and effectively carried out, which shall be deducted from the amount obtained from fundraising activities.
5 – The surplus remaining from the implementation of the provisions set out in the previous number is proportionately distributed among the candidatures that do not find themselves in the aforesaid situation.
Article 19

Campaign expenses

1- Campaign expenses are all those made by the candidates, with electoral intent or benefit, in the six months immediately prior to the respective electoral act.

2- Campaign expenses are discriminated by category, together with a certifiable document regarding every expense.

3- The payment of campaign expenses is compulsorily made by means of a banking product, in accordance with the provisions of article 9, except for the expenses of a value lower than one national minimum salary and as long as, during that period of time, they don’t surpass the global value of 2% of the established limits for campaign expenses.

Article 20

Limits of the campaign expenses

1 – The maximum admissible limit for campaign expenses made in each electoral campaign, national or regional, is set in the following values:

a. 10 000 national minimum salaries in the campaign for President of the Republic, added with 2500 national minimum salaries in case there is a second round of elections;

b. 60 national minimum salaries for each candidate to the elections for the Assembly of the Republic;

c. 100 national minimum salaries for each candidate to the elections for the Regional Legislative Assemblies;

d. 300 national minimum salaries for each candidate to the elections for the European Parliament.

2 - The maximum admissible limit for campaign expenses made in each electoral campaign for the local municipalities is set in the following values:

a. 1350 national minimum salaries in Lisbon and Oporto;

b.  900 national minimum salaries in the municipalities with 100 000 or more voters;

c. 450 national minimum salaries in the municipalities with more than  50 000 and less than 100 000 voters;

d. 300 national minimum salaries in the municipalities with more than  10 000 and less than 50 000 voters;

e. 150 national minimum salaries in the municipalities with 10 000 voters or less.

3 – In the case of candidatures at the parish level, the maximum admissible limit of expenses is 1/3 of the national minimum salary, per candidate.

4 – The limits foreseen in the previous articles apply to the political parties, coalitions or groups of electors, according to the provisions of each electoral law.

5 – In order to determine the values set forth in n. 1, the political parties or coalitions must declare to the Constitutional Court the number of candidates submitted to each electoral act. 

Article 21

Financial agents

1 – For each campaign account there shall be a financial agent, responsible for accepting the donations foreseen under Article 16(1)c), for the deposit of all incomes and for controlling the campaign expenses.

2 – The national financial agent may designate a local agent, who shall be responsible for any acts or omissions chargeable to him according to the provisions of the current legislation.

3 – The ability foreseen in the previous number is mandatorily fulfilled whenever there is a candidature for the local municipalities’ bodies from a group of electors.

4 – Within 30 days after the deadline for the submission of the lists or candidature to any electoral act, the party, the coalition or the candidate to the Presidency of the Republic shall promote the publication, in two newspapers with a national scope, of the complete list of the national financial agents; in the case of municipal elections, the party, coalition or group of electors shall make such publication in a newspaper with a local scope.

Article 22

Responsibility for the accounts

1 – The financial agents are accountable for the drafting and presentation of the respective campaign accounts.

2 – The candidates to President of the Republic, the political parties or coalitions, the first candidates of each list or the first proponent of each group of electors to any electoral act, according to the case, are together with the financial agents, complementary accountable.

CHAPTER IV

Examination and supervision

Article 23

Examination by the Constitutional Court

1 – The annual accounts of the political parties and the campaign accounts are examined by the Constitutional Court that issues a statement on their regularity and lawfulness.

2 – The decision issued by the Constitutional Court regarding the accounts referred to in the previous number, as well as the respective accounts, with the respective incomes and expenses duly discriminated, are published, free of charges, in the Official Journal and made available at the official website of the Constitutional Court.

3 – To the effects foreseen in the current article, the Constitutional Court may request or appoint qualified technicians from any public service or contract the services of an auditing company or of an official accounts technician to perform audits or to give expert opinions.

4 – The contracts referred to in the previous number may be made directly and its efficacy depends solely on the Court’s respective approval.

5 – Without prejudice to the provisions of n. 3, the Constitutional Court may also be endowed with the technical and human resources necessary to perform the duties allocated to it.

Article 24

Entity for Accounts and Political Financing

1 – The Entity for Accounts and Political Financing is an independent body that operates near the Constitutional Court and is responsible for paying technical aid in examining and supervising the accounts of the political parties and of the electoral campaigns.

2 – Within the scope of the responsibilities referred to in the previous number, the Entity for Accounts and Political Financing is responsible for the finding of facts in the cases examined by the Constitutional Court as well as for the supervision of the correspondence between the declared expenditure and the expenses effectively carried out.

3 – The Entity for Accounts and Political Financing performs its responsibilities regarding the political parties and the electoral campaigns for the Assembly of the Republic, the European Parliament, the Regional Legislative Assemblies, the local municipalities and for the Presidency of the Republic.

4 – The Entity for Accounts and Political Financing may, at any time, by its own initiative or at the request of the Constitutional Court, perform inspections and audits  of any type or nature to certain acts, proceedings and aspects of financial management, whether regarding the accounts of the political parties or the one of the electoral campaigns.

5 – Until the day of the publication of the decree that sets the date of the elections, the Entity for Accounts and Political Financing shall, upon consulting the market, publish a list indicating the value of the main campaign means, namely publications, publicity panels and the means necessary to the celebration of political demonstrations.

6 – The list referred to in the previous number is made available at the Constitutional Court’s official website in the day following its presentation and works as an auxiliary means of supervision.

7 – The Entity for Accounts and Political Financing may request to any public or private entities, the necessary information and cooperation.

8 – The law defines the mandate and the statute of the members of the Entity for Accounts and Political Financing and sets forth the rules concerning its headquarters, organization and functioning.

Article 25

Composition of the Entity for Accounts and Political Financing

1 – The Entity for Accounts and Political Financing is composed of one president and two voting members, appointed by the Constitutional Court, of which at least one must be a certified accountant.

2 - The Entity for Accounts and Political Financing may request or appoint qualified technicians from any public department or it may resort, by means of a contract, to the services of experts or of qualified technicians outside the Public Administration, to persons of recognized experience and knowhow in party activities and electoral campaigns, to audit companies or to certified accountants.

3 – The contracts referred to in the previous number may be performed directly and its efficacy depends solely on its approval by the Constitutional Court.

Article 26

Examination of the annual accounts of the political parties

1 – Up until the end of May, the political parties must send their accounts, concerning the previous year, to the Constitutional Court, for examination.

2 – The Constitutional Court shall make a statement on the regularity and legality of the accounts referred to in article 14 within a maximum period of six months as of the day of its reception. To that effect it may require explanations to the political parties, case in which the time limit expire shall be interrupted until the aforesaid explanations are received.

Article 27

Examination of the accounts of the electoral campaigns

1 – Each candidature shall submit its detailed campaign accounts to the Constitutional Court within the maximum of 90 days as of the date of the official results, in accordance with the law.

2 – Regarding the municipalities’ elections, each party or coalition, should it run for several municipalities, shall submit detailed accounts, as if it were a national candidature, without prejudice to the provisions of article 15(2).

3 – The expenses made with the candidatures and with the electoral campaigns of coalitions of parties that run to the municipalities’ bodies of one or more municipalities may be imputed in the global accounts paid by the political parties or by the national coalitions which the parties belong to, according to the ratio of the respective candidates.

4 – The Constitutional Court shall evaluate, within 90 days, the lawfulness of the receipts and expenses and the regularity of the accounts mentioned in the previous paragraph.

5 - The Constitutional Court may, during the elections for the municipalities’ bodies, notify the candidatures to submit to it, within the maximum period of 90 days, an account of regional scope.

6 - Whenever an irregularity in the accounts takes place, the Constitutional Court shall notify the candidature to submit, within15 days, the accounts duly regularized.

Article 28

Penalties

1 – Without prejudice to the civil or criminal liability legally due, the offenders of the rules concerning the financing of the political parties and of the electoral campaigns foreseen in chapters II and III are subject to the penalties foreseen in the following paragraphs and articles.

2 – The leaders of the political parties, the natural persons and the administrators of legal persons that personally take part in the attribution and obtainment of forbidden financing shall be punished with a prison sentence of 1 to 3 years.

3 – The financial agents, the candidates to the presidential elections or the first proponent of groups of electors that, during the electoral campaign, do not observe the limits set forth in Article 20 or that obtain forbidden receipts for the campaign, or by any other form not foreseen in the current law, shall be punished with a prison sentence of 1 to 3 years.

4 – The leaders of the political parties, the natural persons and the administrators of legal persons that personally take part in the infractions foreseen in the previous paragraph shall incur in equal penalties.

5 – The criminal procedure depends on a complaint from the entity foreseen in Article 24.

Article 29

Non fulfillment of the duties imposed on the financing

1 – The political parties that do not fulfill the obligations imposed by chapter II shall be punished with a minimum fine in the amount of 10 national minimum salaries and a maximum of 400 national minimum salaries; in addition, the values illegally received shall be confiscated.
2 – The leaders of the political parties that personally take part in the infraction foreseen in the previous number shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 5 national minimum salaries and maximum of 200 national minimum salaries.

3 – The natural persons that infringe the provisions of Articles 4 and 5 shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 5 national minimum salaries and maximum of 200 national minimum salaries.

4 – The legal persons that infringe the provisions of chapter II shall be punished with a minimum fine in the amount equivalent to the double of the amount of the forbidden donation and a maximum fine of five times that amount.

5 – The administrators of the legal persons that personally take part in the infraction foreseen in the previous number shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 5 national minimum salaries and maximum of 200 national minimum salaries.

6 – The non presentation of the accounts within the time limit foreseen in Article 26(1) shall determine the suspension of the payment of the State’s subsidy that the party is entitled to until the date of the above mentioned presentation.

Article 30

Obtainment of income or execution of illicit expenses

1 – The political parties that obtain income for the electoral campaign by ways forbidden under the current law or that do not observe the limits foreseen in Article 20 shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 20 national minimum salaries and maximum of 400 national minimum salaries, and the State confiscation of the values illegally received.

 2 – The natural persons that infringe the provisions of Article 16 shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 10 national minimum salaries and maximum of 50 national minimum salaries.

3 – The legal persons that infringe the provisions of chapter II shall be punished with a minimum fine in the amount equivalent to the triple of the amount of the forbidden donation and a maximum fine of six times that amount.

4 - The administrators of the legal persons that personally take part in the infraction foreseen in the previous number shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 10 national minimum salaries and maximum of 200 national minimum salaries.

Article 31

Incomes and expenses not listed

1 – The financial agents, the candidates to the presidential elections, the first candidates of each list and the first proponents of groups of electors that do not list or do not duly prove the incomes and the expenses of the electoral campaign shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 1 national minimum salary and maximum of 80 national minimum salaries.

2 - The political parties that commit the infraction foreseen in number 1 shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 10 national minimum salaries and maximum of 200 national minimum salaries.

Article 32

Failure to render accounts

1 – The financial agents, the candidates to the presidential elections, the first candidates of each list and the first proponents of groups of electors that fail to render electoral accounts in accordance with Article 27 shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 5 national minimum salaries and maximum of 80 national minimum salaries.

2 - The political parties that commit the infraction foreseen in number 1 shall be punished with a fine in the minimum amount of 15 national minimum salaries and maximum of 200 national minimum salaries.

3 – Without prejudice to the provisions of the previous number, the failure to render accounts by the political parties shall determine the suspension of the payment of the State’s subsidy that the party is entitled to until the date of its effective presentation.

Article 33

Jurisdiction to apply penalties

1 – The Constitutional Court has jurisdiction to apply the fines foreseen in the current chapter.

2 – The Constitutional Court shall act, within the legal deadlines, on its own initiative or by initiative of the Entity for Accounts and Political Financing, at the request of the Public Prosecution or following a complaint submitted by electors.

3 – The proceeds of the fines go to the State.

4 – The Constitutional Court may determine the publication of part of the decision, at the offender’s expenses, in one of the daily newspapers, with national, regional or local scope, as the case may be. 

CHAPTER V

Final provisions

Article 34

Revocation and coming into force

1 – It is hereby revoked the Law No. 56/98, of 18 August, as amended by Law No. 23/2000, of 23 August, and by the Executive Law No. 1/2001, of 14 August, without prejudice of the provisions of the following number.

2 – The current law comes into force on 1 January 2005, except for the provisions of Article 8 and consequent revocation of Law No. 56/98, of 18 August, Article 4 (2), as amended by Law No. 23/2000, of 23 August.
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